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A piece of history is being
brought back te life in the
heart of Lisban in a builkding
that shows how knowledge
from the past can be used
to improve life in the 21st
century. .

The restoration of Paldcio
Belmante, a 15th century
palace just below the walls
uf 580 Jorge castle, s a
prize-winning example of
how architectural hersitage
and the environment can be
protected in the centra of a
modern city.

Britain's Royal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors
acknowledged the
achievemeant earlier this
maonth with an award far
urban regensaration. Frédéric
Coustols, the project
director, joined other
winners including the
Sydney Olympic site, the
London Eye and Tate
Modem, to receiva the
award from Prince Charles.

Mr Couslols, a French |
specialist in sustainable

development, fell in love with
Lisbon and bought Palasio
Belmarite on impulse on the
day he arrived for his first
visit in 1894, After 26 years
in Pariz, where ha was a
co-founder of Grand Vision,
a Furopean chain of
apticians, he wanted to live
in a quister city by the sea
and bought the palace as a
private residence.

Palacio Belmonte proved
much bigger than he had
judged, Its origing date back

.o Homan times and the

building encompasses part
of the ancient walls of
Lisban, known as Cerca
Alcagova and Gerca Moura.
Restoring the palace has
proved to be 2 much more
angrous, lengthy and
expensive task than he first
thought — but the project

1 has also developed much

kigger ambitions.

Part of the building has
been made into a “boutique
hotel” with first-ctass suites
providing exquisite views




YV

PALACTIO

BELMONTE

Periodical: Financial Times

Class: Economics

Publication: Daily

Date: October 25th 2000

Article Title: Prize-winning achievement
Comments:

FINANCIAL TIMES

PROFILE

PALAGIO BELMONTE

Prize-winning
achievement

A pivve of histary is baing
brought back to life in the
hearl of Lubor in a building
that shows now knowledys
frean the past can be used
tointprova life in B et
SRy,

Tha regmarallzn of Palick
Belmonte, & 15th cantury
14 ace just balow the wa'ls
o S&0 Jurge caslie. 5 a
frizg-wininy exempk of
how architzetural haritage
and the anvironreanl can bg
prertecdad in the centre of 2
modesT: clty.

Brian's Royal Instinte of
Chartersr Survayors
achriowedged tha
achievement cailier Ui
manth with 2n award lor
urban regeneration. Fracéric
Cousto's, the peojact
direclor, joined othar
winnas inclugirg the
Sydrey Olynpic sile, tho
| anrdan Bye and Tate
Moderr, 1= racslva the
wwurd from Pringe Charlas,

Mr Coustols, a Frenchk
#oecialist in sustanestly

- devaicpmant, fal In lova with

! Liszon ana boughl Faldcc
Balmonte cn impulzs on tha
duy he grived tor nis s
wisit in 1004, AHer 26 veers
il Furi, whore he was a
ca-teanduar of Grand Vigian,
& European chain of
apliclars, Fea warted ha live
In & cueter cty by the Esa
and boughl the palase as a
private residence.

Puléeie Belmiomte oravad
much bigger than ha had
jucdyerd, kg wrgpes cale back

. t0 Rorman times and
oullding ancewrpasses part
of e ancient walls of
Lisban, kaowr. as Cersa
Alcagova and Cerca Moura,
Rostoning e pelece hes
fereed {0 DE A UCh moee
cnemus, kngthy and
axpanelve tass than he first
thought = but the project
has elac developad mush
bigper wnbitions,
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Fakican Belmariles o building that shows how knowledge from the pagt can be used o Impreva (e In the 2138 contury

over old Lisken and the
Tague rivar, A1 ar pallery
and exhibilion room has also
been built. The targest area
of It petlace will Leviane a
business ciub, duc to apan
In mld-2001, and is
expectad to beccme 3
laading venLe for

¥ Coustols boought
topethar an axtansive lasm
that spenl flve yaars
restoring the building with
the helo of P Quinno da
Fransaca, a Porlugusse
architant, and i oon City

Counc's rencvation
departmert. Tha frst o
years ware taken up by
regenrcn that yave the leam
& tlear understarding

of the dilferen| plinses of
efiginal consmustion,

which span mara than 2000
yhars.

Oy alkving the latest
resegch to traditional
materias. geery daled Hug
kieen pamstak ngly restored
a8 authentcaly 35 possink:
The alm Rae hesn rnat anly
ta show what can be
achicved in tarma of
archizectural restoralion -tk

alsn b safaguand the
environment and natural
reecurces. it e spleil of
sustainabla dave'opmant.
The f2am rediscovered a
way ol ma<ing a gpecia
wariely ol e mortarn, vied
histaricaly in Portucal [t
Inngy minea repalace by
carmant. “This mortar is
parfacthy sultad t= tha
climele o Liston, which iz
damp Lol el cold" says W
Coustals. ~I breallws, rarsh
Cracke ord saves energy by
abzarbing difecarzes in

! temparsiare”

[he mater davelopad at

Palicio Belmonbe iz row
Bwing enaufusionsd Bl oo
plants in Poqugal and used
netand of camsnt by the
rastoration of national
manuments ane sthar
buldings.

All U wormioes, veulls end
roofs ol the palace wers
rebuil. Fuery icor lws oeen
pecwvid=d with natueal
vantitation fram wants
encased in thick stone,
dizpenaing with tha need far
air condiziviing, YWater pipes
under the tiled floors provide
Faating.

Flfty 2118 pamals of

18h-century husplod-oarted
tiles — 36,000 indivichinl tilee
— wurg takem down, restorad
and remcunted. Tha garden
hae heas radeeionsd and
raplanted with 1acal plamts
and vagstahlas AlF fusd
servad is organic wnd all
Clawiny producls ars
biocegradatble,

Integrating “he preject with
the rcar oommunity has
been a orioriby, Tho
apariments of 21 eearé
livirwg in Maur adjcingg
buildinge ware rastored with
. finanzia and teehnical haip
frem Iha city couresl. Remts

ware kept at their original
low level.

Mr Coustols and his
partners are proposing to
expand the project to take in
an adjoining area, building a
five-star hotel, housing and
shops to serve as a
showcase for traditional
Portuguese products. So far
they have invested abcut
$16.5m in Pal4cio Belmonte
- more than they originally
expected - and have
received $500,000 in
aid from the European
Union.

But Mr Coustols, who has
also helped to develop a
similar project at Castelnau
des Fieumacon in
Gascogne, has no intention
of stopping there. He also
hopes to build the world’s
first *sustainable town" in
Portugal.

This would involve
developing from scraich a
community for 2,000 to
20,000 inhabitants in which
everything from
construction, energy and
garbage to farming, taxes
and legislation would be
approached from an
environmenta! point cf view.
He is aiso proposing the
creation of & research centre
for sustainable development
in Portugal.

“We have to start thinking
in this way now,” he says.
“In 20 years, it will be too
late.”

Peter Wise




