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Heteronvms
I f ,  A f t e r .  I  D ie

l l ,  d f r e L  J  d i ê ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  w d n l  t o  \ , , / r i t ^  r y  b i o g t a p h y ,
' l . h ê r ê  r  c  - ^ l - h i r ^  c i m n l ê r

- u ^  . l a - ê c  -  ô T  h  '  h i r ' L '  . r , - l  ^ *  m . ,  ô ê â L h .

I n  be tween  the  one  t h i ng  and  t he  o the r .  a l l  t he  days  a re
nli ne .

T  r m  ô r < \ ,  f ^  . l ê e - r i h ê

I  l i ved  l i ke  mad .
I  l ^ \ / ê ^  |  È ,  h ô ê  , r i  t  h ^ " 1  - n u  c Â n r  i m â n l  r 1  i  r  \ ,

I  neve r  had  a  des i re  I  cou ld  nô t  f uL f i l ,  because
I  neve r  wen t  b l  i  nd ,

r . , ê n  È ê J  l - -  r â  n e v ê T  r o r p  t h d n  è I
) - - ^ m ^ : n i  h a n  l .  ^ f-  -  s e e ]  r g .

r  r 1 n . 4 ê r < l - ô ô . 1  1  h â i -  f h r n ô s  a r e  r e a l  a n d  a I L  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m
e a c h  o t h e r ;

I  u n d e r s t o o d  i t  w i t h  t h e  e y e s ,  n e v e r  w i t h  t h i n k i n g '
To  unde rs tand  i t  w i t h  t h rnk ing  wou ld  be  t o  f i nd  t hem

a L I  e q u a l  ,

r n ê  d â \ ,  I  . c -  '  c l  Ê ê ^ \ -  I  '  k e  a  c h i  l d .
1  ^ l  ^ c Â ^  : n À  c l  a- . . -  - .  - p r ,

'  , . . -  - - l  \ r  N T r t  r ! r ê  ^ ^ À ir u r u  ! y  !  r L q  w o  ) / ,  ,  w o J  u , '  r  I  , r o  L

( ? )

' s e l e c t e d  P o e m s '  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  F e r n a n d o  P e s s o a  b y  J . G r i f f i n .

Ëp1"1rrnny,n'
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Heteronyms
Poems from T'he Keeper t1f SheeP

1 -

1  never  kept  sheep,
But  i t  i s  as  I  d id  watch  over  them.
My sou l  i s  l i ke  a  shePherd ,
Knows the wind and the sun'
Ànd goes  hand in  hand w i th  the  seasons
T o  f o l l - o w  a n d  t o  f i s t e n .
A1f  peace o f  Nature  w i thout  Peop le
Comes to  s i t  bY mY s ide .
But  f  remain  sad l i ke  a  sunset
As  our  imag in ing  shows iL ,
i4hen a  ch i1 l  fa f l s  a t  the  s ide  o f  the  va lLey

A n d  y o u  f e e l  n i q h l  h a s  ' o m e  j n

L ike  a  bu t te r f fy  th rouqh a  w indow.

But  my sadness  is  ca-Lm
Because i t  i s  na tura l  and . r igh t
And is  what  there  shoutd  be  in  the  sor ] l
when i t  i s  th ink ing  i t  ex is ts
Ànd the  hands are  p ick ing  f lowers  w i thout  no t ic rng

whi ch .

A t  a  jang le  o f  sheeP-be l l s
Beyond the  bend o f  the  road '
My thoughts  a re  conten tec l .
On ly .  1  am sor ry  T  know they  are  conten ted ,

Because,  i f  I  d id  no t  know i t '
Ins tead o f  be ing  conten ted  and sad,
They  wou ld  be  cheer fu l  and conten ted .
To th ink  i s  uncomfor tab le  l i ke  wa lk ing  in  the  ra in

when the  w ind  is  r i s ing  and i t  looks  l l ke  ra in ing  more '

f  have no  ambi t ions  or  wants .
To be  a  poet  i s  no t  an ic . r t ion  o f  mine '
I t  1 s  w a y  o f  s t a y i n g  a 1 o n e .

' s e l e c t e d  P o e m s i  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  F e r n a n d o  P e s s o a  b y  J ' G r i f f i n '

Ëg.1..ony^,
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- \ Ê - ê  . c  r m - l ê  - e . : n l - . c r r  ,  - L .
ô " ' p , L . . L - o p , . f r  1 " " ' 4 r " 9  d L  4 r

What  do  I  th ink  about  the  wor ld?
How shou ld  I  knon what  I  th ink  about  the  wor ld?
I f  I  e rê re  i l f  T  wou ld  th ink  about  i t .

What  idea have I  about  th ings?
what  op in ion  do  I  have on  causes  and e f fec ts?
what  med i ta t ions  have I  had upon God and the  sou l
a i ô  I n i . r  r h ê  ^  r ê â  i ô r  .  '  t h e  l 4 o r f  d  ?
I  don i t  know.  For  me,  to  th ink  about  tha t  i s  to  shut

m e  e y e s .
And no t  th ink ,  I t  i s  lo  d raw the  cur ta ins
o f  my w indow (bu t  i t  has  no  cur ta ins)  .

T . h ê  m v q l - ê r w  ô f  r  h i n d s 2  H ô w  s h o u l d  T  k n o w  I  k n o w  l r h a t

m y s t e r y  i s ?
The on ly  mystery  i s  there  be ing  somebody who might

th ink  about  mys te  ry .
A  m a n  \ ^ J h o  s r ê n d s  i n  L h e  s u n  a n d  s h u L s  h i s  e y e s
Beg ins  no t  tô  know what  the  sun as
A h . r  r .  i ' r l h u  r l r "  t h i r r (  f u l l  o I  h e d t .

B u t  h e  o p e n s  h j s  e y e s  d n d  s e e s  l h e  s u n ,
And  now  he  canno t  t h i nk  o f  any th ing ,
R Ê . â l l s e  f h ê  l i ô h i  ô f  i h e  s u n  i s  w o r t h  m o r e  t h a n  L h e

thouqh ts
O f  â i l  l h ê  p n j  l o s o p h e r s  a n d  a f L  t b e  p o e t s .
T h e  L j g h l  o I  r h e  s u n  d o e s  n o t  k n ô w  w h à t  i t  i s  d o i n q

r r À  ^  ^ ^ Àè L ' d y  Ô i , u

M ê r i ^ l ] u c i ^ ê t  l i r h - l -  h â È : ^ h l , c i  - .  ^ ^  i - h ^ c â  f  r ô Â c  } r â r , ê )

That  o f  be ing  green and hav ing  c rowns and branches
À ' rd  tha t  o f  g iv ing  f ru i t  a t  the i r  hours .  -  wh ich  j -s  no t

what  makes us  th ink ,
Us,  who don ' t  know to  be  aware  o f  them.
B u f  w n a l  o , - t  L e r  m e L a p h y s i c s  L h a n  L h e j  r s ,
Which  . i s  no t  knowing why they  l i ve
A n - l  n ^ '  k n ô w i r  a  ' h a .  n c - ' L  k n o w . '

r s e l e c t e d  P o e m s '  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m  F e r n a n d o  P e s s o a  b y  J . G r i f f i n .

Ëg4",nuy^
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